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DETAILED ACTION 

Response to Arguments 

1 . Applicant's arguments see applicant's response, filed, on May 27, 2008 with 
respect to the rejection(s) of claim(s) 1-9, 27-38 and 41 have been fully considered and 
are persuasive. Therefore, the rejection has been withdrawn. 

However, upon further consideration, a new ground(s) of rejection is made with 
regard to claims 1 1-25 and 37, in view of the Office action submitted below. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

2. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

3. Claims 1 1 -25 and 37 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) as being unpatentable 
over Nakabayashi et al. (USP 7,113,306), in view of Takemoto (USP 6,335,742). 

Regarding claim 11, Nakabayashi (306) teaches a method of automatically 
organizing digital images, (fig 2) comprising: acquiring a digital image from an image 
source (scanner system 11a of fig 2, for acquiring an image from the image source); 
automatically associating a date with the digital (image file editing section 20c and 
retrieving section 20d of fig 4, to execute according to the comment, a date and like 



Application/Control Number: 09/942,503 Page 3 

Art Unit: 2625 

based on a parameter managed together with image file, col. 12, lines 25-20); 
automatically converting the digital image into a data file (converting image into data file 
automatically is performed by image modification control section 40 of fig 8, which 
includes modification information, feature information, color matching information file 
update, and file date information, col. 12, line 15-25). 

Nakabashi (306) dose not teach or disclose storing the data file into a folder of a 
file system, the folder having a folder name indicative of the date. 

Takemoto (742) teaches storing the data file into a folder of a file system, the 
folder having a folder name indicative of the date (information indicative of a file name 
and its creation date is displayed in the folder list, col.1, lines 45-60). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to a person with ordinary skill in the art at 
the time the invention was made to have modified the imaging apparatus of 
Nakabayashi to include: storing the data file into a folder of a file system, the folder 
having a folder name indicative of the date. 

It would have been obvious to a person with ordinary skill in the art at the time 
the invention was made to have modified Nakabayashi's imaging device by the teaching 
of Takemoto (742), it would have help user to provide a meaningful, descriptive name to 
the file, and therefore, it should be clear to one skilled in the art that anyone of a wide 
variety of scanning and image processing device, can be similarly employed to 
accomplish this desired result without depending from the teaching of the present 
invention. 
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Regarding claim 12, Nakabayashi et al teaches a method (fig 2) further including: 
creating the folder if no other folder is associated with the date (creating a folder is 
performed by (computer 12 (CPU 12E) of fig 2, and also see fig 5 and 5). 

Regarding claim 13, Nakabayashi et al teaches the method (fig 2) wherein the 
date is the capture date when the image was captured by the image source (image 
scanner 11a of fig 2, capture the image and stored in the storage of computer 12 of fig 
2, and a folder is created and data have been updated as shown in fig 5 and 6, where, 
film data associated by date). 

Regarding claim 14, Nakabayashi et al teaches, wherein the date is the storage 
date when the image was converted into a data file, (image scanner 11a of fig 2, 
capture the image and stored in the storage of computer 12 of fig 2, and a folder is 
created and data have been updated as shown in fig 5 and 6, where, film data 
associated by date). 

Regarding claim 15, Nakabayashi et al. teaches the method of (fig 1), wherein the 
data folder is associated with a particular month and year, (fig 5 and 6 shows folder 
associated with date, month and year). 
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Regarding claim 16, Nakabayashi et al teaches the method, (fig 1) wherein the data 
folder is selected from a set of data folders (see fig 5 and 6). 



Regarding claim 17, Nakabayashi et al teaches the method, wherein the digital 
image is a previously captured image, (image captured by image scanner 11a of fig 2) 
and wherein the acquiring further includes: uploading the previously captured image 
(the captured image up loaded into computer 12, of monitor 17a of fig 2, for further 
processing and review). 

Regarding claim 18, Nakabayashi et al teaches the method, (fig 2) wherein the 
acquiring further includes: predefining settings for image acquisition parameters 
appropriate to a photographic image, (a various parameters of the image data may be 
selected through image modification section 40 of fig 9, col. 14, lines 5-15); and 
capturing the digital image with the image source according to the predefined settings 
item (scanning unit 1 1 a, for a document or an item to be scan). 



Regarding claim 19, Nakabayashi et al teaches the method, (fig 2) further 
comprising: performing a post-processing operation on the data file, (a various 
parameters of the image data may be selected through image editing section, see (fig 
53 (a and b), where various pre set image processing is performed). 
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Regarding claim 20, Nakabayashi et al teaches the method, (fig 2) wherein the 
performing includes performing an image polishing operation, (fig 53 (a and b), such as 
brightness operation). 

Regarding claim 21 , Nakabayashi et al teaches the method, (fig 2) wherein the 
performing includes processing the data file with an application program (computer 12 
of fig 2, includes application program (OS 12a of fig 2). 

Regarding 22, Nakabayashi et al teaches the method, (fig 1), wherein the 
performing further includes sending the processed data file to a destination, (sending 
the processed image to destination, through modem 14a of fig 2, to a network 
connection). 

Regarding claim 23, Nakabayashi et al. teaches the method, wherein the destination 
is a peripheral device, (col. 2, paragraph 0016, lines 1-3). 

Regarding claim 24, Nakabayashi et al. teaches the method, wherein the peripheral 
device is selected from the group consisting of a printer (printer 17b of fig 2) and a fax 
machine (scanner 1 1 a or fax of fig 2). 



Regarding claim 25, Nakabayashi et al. teaches the method, (fig 2) wherein the 
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application program is selected from the group consisting of an image polishing 
application, a creative printing application, (out put terminal 17b of fig 2, such as printing 
system) a photo album application, an e-mail application, (host computer 12, connected 
to the a net work, via modem 14a of fig 2), web site upload application (modem 14a of 
fig 2). 

Regarding to claim 37, Nakabayashi et al teaches an image processing system, 
(fig 2), comprising: means (digital camera 11b of fig 2) for acquiring a digital image from 
an image source; means (computer body 12 of fig 2, which includes a program that 
control the image processing device of fig 2) for automatically converting the digital 
image into a data file having a date associated with the digital image, (folder system 
shown in fig 5, col. 12, lines 46-68, through col. 13, lines 1-10). 

Nakabashi (306) dose not teach or disclose storing the data file into a folder of a 
file system, the folder having a folder name indicative of the date. 

Takemoto (742) teaches storing the data file into a folder of a file system, the 
folder having a folder name indicative of the date (information indicative of a file name 
and its creation date is displayed in the folder list, col.1, lines 45-55). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to a person with ordinary skill in the art at 
the time the invention was made to have modified the imaging apparatus of 
Nakabayashi to include: storing the data file into a folder of a file system, the folder 
having a folder name indicative of the date. 
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It would have been obvious to a person with ordinary skill in the art at the time 
the invention was made to have modified Nakabayashi's imaging device by the teaching 
of Takemoto (742), it would have help user to provide a meaningful, descriptive name to 
the file, and therefore, it should be clear to one skilled in the art that anyone of a wide 
variety of scanning and image processing device, can be similarly employed to 
accomplish this desired result without depending from the teaching of the present 
invention. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

3. Claims 1-9, 27-36, 38 and 41 are allowed. 

Claims 1-9, are allowed for the reasons the prior art searched or of the record do 
not teach or disclose a method of optically scanning a target item, comprising: 
configuring an optical scanning arrangement with predefined settings for scanning 
parameters appropriate to a photographic image; initiating a scanning operation; in 
response to the initiating, optically scanning the target item using the predefined 
settings to form a digital image o£ the target item; and converting the digital image into 
a data file, wherein the scanning and the converting are performed automatically without 
intervention by a user, and wherein the predefined settings are not defined by the user. 

Claims 27-34 are allowed for the reasons the prior art searched or of the record 
do not teach or disclose an image processing system, comprising: at least one image 
source, each image source for providing at least one digital image upon request; an 
image capture subsystem coupled to the at least one image source for requesting and 
receiving the at least one digital image from the at least one image source, the image 
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capture subsystem further for associating a date with each digital image and 
automatically converting each digital image into a corresponding image file; and a file 
system coupled to the image capture subsystem for automatically storing each image 
file in a selected one of a plurality of data folders, the selected data folder having a 
folder name indicative of the date. 

Claims 35, is allowed for the reasons the prior art searched or of the record do 
not teach or disclose 35. A processor readable medium having a processor executable 
instructions thereon which, when executed by a processor, cause the processor to: 
acquire a digital image from an image source; automatically convert the digital image 
into a data file having a date associated with the digital image; and store the data file 
into a data folder era file system, the folder having a folder name indicative of the date. 

Claims 36, is allowed for the reasons the prior art searched or of the record do 
not teach or disclose a processor-readable medium having processor-executable 
instructions thereon which, when executed by a processor, cause the processor to: 
configure an optical scanning arrangement with predefined settings for scanning 
parameters appropriate to a photographic image; detect an initiation of a scanning 
operation; in response to the initiation, optically scan the target item using the 
predefined settings to form a digital image of the target item; and convert the digital 
image into a data file, wherein the instructions to scan and convert are performed 
automatically after the initiation without intervention by a user, and wherein the 
predefined settings are not defined by the user. 
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Claims 38, is allowed for the reasons the prior art searched or of the record do 
not teach or disclose an image processing system, comprising: means for configuring 
an optical scanning arrangement with predefined settings for scanning parameters 
appropriate to a photographic image; means for initiating a scanning operation; means 
for optically scanning the target item using the predefined settings to form a digital 
image of the target item; and means for converting the digital image into a data file, 
wherein the scanning and the converting are performed automatically without 
intervention by a user, and wherein the predefined settings are not defined by the user. 

Claims 41 , is allowed for the reasons the prior art searched or of the record do 
not teach or disclose an image processing system, comprising: at least one image 
source, each image source for providing at least one digital image upon request; an 
image capture subsystem coupled to the at least one image source which requests and 
receives the at least one digital image from the at least one image source associates a 
date with each image, and automatically converts each image into a corresponding 
image file; and a file system coupled to the image capture subsystem which receives 
each image tile from the image capture subsystem and automatically stores each image 
file in a selected one of a plurality of data folders, the selected data folder having a 
folder name indicative of the date. 



Application/Control Number: 09/942,503 Page 1 1 

Art Unit: 2625 

Conclusion 

5. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to NEGUSSIE WORKU whose telephone number is 
(571)272-7472. The examiner can normally be reached on 9A-6PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Edward Coles can be reached on 571-272-7402. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/Negussie Worku/ 
Examiner, Art Unit 2625 



